
Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | UPTOWN 

UPTOWN October 2018 
DRAFT



Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | UPTOWN   
 

About the Process 
Both the Wichita Bicycle Master Plan and the Pedestrian Master Plan include goals related to increasing 
the amount of walking and bicycling as well as improving the safety and comfort of these modes. While 
those plans focus on citywide goals, each of Wichita’s neighborhoods has its own unique conditions and 
priorities relating to walking and bicycling. Neighborhood Circulation Plans include recommendations for 
how to improve walking and biking to, from, and around a specific neighborhood. Neighborhood 
Circulation Plans are aligned with the Vision, Mission, and Values of the City of Wichita, and will help 
implement the goals and strategies of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plans. 

Wichita Vision 
The City of Wichita is a leading-edge 
organization serving a dynamic and inclusive 
community. 

Wichita Mission 
NOTE: BOLDED AND ITALICIZED MISSION COMMITMENTS WERE 
ESPECIALLY RELEVANT FOR THIS PROJECT. 

As an exceptionally well-run city, we will 
• Keep Wichita safe, 
• Grow our economy, 
• Build dependable infrastructure, and 
• Provide conditions for living well 
 

 

 

 

 

Wichita Values 
NOTE: BOLDED AND ITALICIZED VALUES WERE ESPECIALLY 
RELEVANT FOR THIS PROJECT. 

To accomplish our mission, we anchor our work 
in our core values of trust and service. 

• Respect – demonstrating courtesy and 
regard for all 

• Empowerment – having freedom to make 
informed decisions 

• Ethics – being above reproach in our actions 
• Stewardship – being a guardian of the 

resources provided by those we serve 
• Integrity – honoring commitments and 

making our word our bond 
• Engagement – having authentic 

conversations and ensuring all voices are 
heard 

• Family -- we are in this together and we 
care for one another

 
Pedestrian Master Plan Bicycle Master Plan 

Goals for each Master Plan 
• Provide a safe and welcoming pedestrian network 
• Improve community accessibility and connections 

for pedestrians 
• Promote a citywide culture of walking 

• Increase the amount of bicycling in Wichita 
• Improve the safety of bicycles in Wichita 
• Foster and promote a culture where bicycling is a 

viable and accepted form of transportation 
Relevant Strategies for Neighborhood Circulation Plans 

(Referenced by number in the Infrastructure Recommendations Section of this Plan) 
Strategy P3 – Focus Pedestrian Resources on 
Improving Safety at Intersections 
Strategy P4 – Provide sidewalks along Arterial Streets 
Strategy P5 – Improve Pedestrian Infrastructure near 
Senior Centers, Housing and Destinations 
Strategy P6 – Improve Safety by Improving Pedestrian 
Infrastructure near Schools 
Strategy P7 – Make Maintenance of Pedestrian 
Infrastructure a Priority 

Strategy B1 – Provide bicycle facilities on designated 
streets and off-street bicycle facilities 
Strategy B2 – Install a Signed Bicycle Route Wayfinding 
System 
Strategy B3 – Improve bicycle safety and access at 
arterial roadway crossings 
Strategy B4 – Prioritize funding to complete gaps 
(missing links) in the bikeway network 
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Pedestrian Master Plan Bicycle Master Plan 
Strategy P8 – Plant and Maintain Street Trees 
Strategy P13 - Improve Pedestrian Connections to 
Transit 
Strategy P15 – Provide Pedestrian Wayfinding 

 

DRAFT



Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | UPTOWN   
 

Table of Contents 
 

 

1. Introduction to the neighborhood .................................................... 1 

2. Planning Process ............................................................................... 4 

3. Existing Conditions ............................................................................ 7 

4. Recommendations .......................................................................... 11 

5. Implementation Strategies ............................................................. 16 

6. Appendix – Public Comments ....................................................... A.1 

 

DRAFT



Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | UPTOWN  1 
 

1. Introduction to the neighborhood 

 
Figure 1: Neighborhood Location 

Uptown is a neighborhood located to the east of Downtown and Interstate 135. For the purposes of this 
plan, it is defined as the area served by the Uptown Neighborhood Association and is bounded by E. 
Central Avenue to the north, E. Douglas Avenue to the south, N. Grove Street to the west, and N. Hillside 
Street to the east. The Sedgewick County census tract that most closely coincides with Uptown is Tract 
19, which is roughly bounded by E. Central Avenue to the north, E. Douglas Avenue to the south, N. 
Grove Street to the west, and N. Yale Avenue to the east. See the map above. The demographic 
information described below corresponds to that tract and is from the 2016 American Community 
Survey five-year estimates (US Census). 

Population 
• Dense population: This neighborhood’s population 

density is more than twice that of Wichita. 
• Large young adult population: The population is 

slightly younger than Wichita’s median age and 
there is a greater percentage of people between 
the ages of 18 and 34. 

• Significant Hispanic population. The neighborhood 
is less diverse than Wichita overall, with a larger  

Population Uptown  Wichita 
Total population 2,060 388,033 

Population density 
(people/sq mi) 

5,099.4 2,435.9 

Median age 30.3 34.4 
Under 15 years 21.7% 22.0% 
15 to 17 years 5.6% 4.0% 
18 to 34 years 31.0% 24.8% 
35 to 64 years 34.9% 36.5% 

65 years and over 6.8% 12.7% 

DRAFT



Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | UPTOWN  2 
 

portion of the population identifying as white. 
However, there is a slightly greater 
concentration of Hispanic or Latino people, who 
make up 18 percent of the neighborhood’s 
residents. 

Income and Housing 
• Middle incomes: The median household income is 

about $10,000 lower than the Wichita median. 
• Low home ownership: There is a lower rate of home 

ownership, with less than half of units occupied by 
their owners. 

• Significant vacancy: There is also a high rate of 
vacancy, with 20 percent of units sitting empty. 

• Older homes: The homes in the neighborhood are 
much older than the City median, having been built 
in a median year of 1939. The age of the 
neighborhood is also reflected in its narrow and 
walkable residential streets. 

• More affordable homes: The median home value in the neighborhood is $23,500 lower than the 
city median.  

• Higher rents: In contrast, median gross rent it slightly higher than the city median, at $809 
compared to $736 in Wichita 

• Cost-burdened households: The higher rents are reflected in the fact that a third of households in 
the neighborhood face housing cost burdens, compared to a quarter of people in Wichita. 

Transportation 
• High rates of walking and biking: Uptown 

reports high rates of walking, biking, and 
riding transit to work compared to the 
overall city population, likely due in part 
to its proximity to the Central Business 
District. Just over ten percent of its 
residents report using one of these three 
modes. 

• Lower vehicle ownership. Similarly, 
vehicle ownership in the neighborhood is 
lower than the city, with 14 percent of 
households having no access to a vehicle. 

 

Previous Planning  
There are no relevant existing plans discussing Uptown at the neighborhood level. 

Uptown falls within the boundaries of the “Neighborhood Revitalization Areas” and the 
“Redevelopment Incentive Area” as outlined in the 2014-2018 Consolidated Plan of the Wichita 

Race and Ethnicity Uptown  Wichita 
White 80.1% 76.2% 

Black or African American 11.1% 11.3% 
Asian 2.2% 5.0% 
Other 1.3% 3.5% 

Two or more races 5.3% 4.0% 
Hispanic or Latino 18.1% 16.4% 

Income and Housing Uptown  Wichita 
Median household income $36,213 $46,775 

Number of housing units 1,047 168,793 
Owner-occupied units 49.8% 59.7% 
Housing vacancy rate 20.1% 10.4% 

Median year structure 
built 

1939 1971 

Median home value 
(owner-occupied units) 

$97,300 $120,800 

Median gross rent $809 $736 
Cost-burdened 

households* 
33.5% 26.2% 

*Households with housing cost over 30% of income 

Transportation  Uptown  Wichita 
Means of 

transportation to work 
Drove alone 72.2% 84.5% 
Carpooled 13.0% 8.6% 
Motorcycle 0.0% 0.2% 
Public transportation 1.7% 0.7% 
Bicycle 3.3% 0.3% 
Walk 5.1% 1.4% 
Other 1.3% 1.1% 
Work at home 3.5% 3.1% 

Vehicle availability by 
housing unit 

No vehicle 
 

14.0% 7.0% 

1 vehicle 34.2% 36.4% 
2 or more vehicles 51.8% 56.6% 

Average commute 
time (min) 

 18 18 

DRAFT

http://www.wichita.gov/Housing/HousingDocuments/2014%20-2018%20City%20of%20Wichita%20Consolidated%20Plan%20w-1%20Year%20Action%20Plan.pdf


Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | UPTOWN  3 
 

Department of Housing & Community Services, making it  eligible for funding for infrastructure 
improvements under that plan. 

Community Organizations 
The Uptown Neighborhood Association meets once monthly and organizes neighborhood cleanups and 
other activities on a regular basis. 
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2. Planning Process 
The Neighborhood Circulation Plan was developed through in-person and online engagement with the 
Uptown community, led by a team of City staff and consultants and with the support of the Uptown 
Neighborhood Association. In addition, GIS analysis along with in-depth fieldwork were performed to 
gather information on the current conditions for circulation in the neighborhood. The in-person 
engagement and fieldwork were performed on August 30 and 31, 2018. 

Demand Analysis 
A bicycle and pedestrian demand analysis was performed 
for the entire City of Wichita. The analysis considered eight 
prioritization factors, which were selected by the Wichita 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board. Wichita’s 
neighborhoods were then ranked according to their level of 
pedestrian and bicycle demand. In this analysis, Uptown 
was ranked second.   

In-person Engagement 
During the two days of fieldwork, the team hosted two 
open drop-in sessions for community members to attend 
and contribute their ideas. These were held at College Hill 
United Methodist Church on August 30, 2018 from 4:30 to 
6:00 PM; and on August 31, 2018 from 9:30 to 11:00 AM. 
About a dozen people participated in the in-person engagement sessions or had discussions with the 
project team during fieldwork. 

Participants had the opportunity to participate in three activities: 

Priority Ranking Pyramid: Participants ranked six 
elements of neighborhood circulation in the order of 
how important each element was to them personally. 
They placed icons corresponding to the six elements 
onto a pyramid shape, in order of preference. The 
aggregated results of that activity are shown in the 
sidebar to the right. Full descriptions of the six 
elements as presented in this activity may be found in 
Appendix A. 

Demand Analysis Factors  
Factors Weights 

Destinations 22.22% 

Pedestrian Crashes 16.67% 

Parks 16.67% 

Population Under 18 16.67% 

Employment Density 16.67% 

Transit Stops 5.56% 

Population Density 5.56% 

Priority Ranking Pyramid Results 
1. Safety 
2. Walkable and bikeable destinations 
3. Connectivity 
4. Community Identity (tie) 
5. Comfort (tie) 
6. Completeness 

A completed Priority Ranking Pyramid from an Uptown 
resident 
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Treatment Preference Voting: A display board showed eighteen potential design treatments that could 
be applied to improve bicycle and pedestrian circulation in the neighborhood. Participants placed green 
stickers next to their three most preferred treatments 
for the neighborhood, and red stickers next to their 
three least preferred treatments. Results of the exercise 
are shown in the sidebar to the right. The treatment 
options may be found in Appendix A. 

Mapping Routes and Points: A large map of the 
neighborhood, including sidewalks and existing and 
planned bicycle routes, was placed on display. 
Participants drew on the map to indicate the routes they 
currently walk or bike, destinations they walk or bike to 
(or would like to be able to do so), routes that are 
difficult for walking or biking, and specific points that 
present barriers to walking and biking. The map is in 
Appendix A. The results of this activity were combined 
with the online activity, described below.  

Online Engagement 
An interactive online “Wikimap” was available for the public’s comments. Online participants completed 
the same mapping activities as in the in-person activity as described above. The in-person comments 
were also added into the Wikimap. The resulting information was used to target improvements at 
specific locations. Public engagement map responses are found in Figure 2. 

Fieldwork 
During the two-day site visit, the project team performed fieldwork to assess the conditions of the 
neighborhood’s streets, sidewalks and intersections. Using a mobile survey application, the team 
completed a pre-defined questionnaire for streets, sidewalks and intersections, block by block. This 
information was converted into GIS data to produce the existing conditions maps in Figure 3. 

Treatment Preference Voting Results 
Most Preferred: 
• High Visibility crosswalk 
• Buffered bike lane 
• Bike parking 
• Lighting at crosswalk 

Least Preferred: 
• Neighborhood streets 
• Shared streets 
• Curb extensions 
• Back-in angle parking 
• Crossing guard 
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Figure 2: Public Engagement Map Responses 
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3. Existing Conditions 
 

This section includes a summary of the existing conditions of the sidewalks, streets and intersections in 
Uptown as they relate to walking and biking. The information was gathered through a combination of 
fieldwork, GIS analysis, and community input. Key takeaway points are listed in the two text boxes at the 
end of this section. See Figure 3 for the existing conditions map.

Street Grid 
Uptown’s streets are organized in a rectangular grid 
pattern, with blocks measuring around 660 feet north-
south and 330 feet east-west. In accordance with the 
neighborhood typologies described in the Pedestrian 
Master Plan1, Uptown falls into the “Residential” 
typology. It also falls into the ”formative” 
neighborhood category and the “areas of 
opportunity” as described in the Walkable 
Development Plan2. The streets on the interior of the 
neighborhood are lower speed, narrower streets, 
while the four streets bordering the neighborhood are 
wider and have faster speeds. All north-south interior 
streets are two-way streets with two travel lanes and 
parking lanes on both sides. First Street and 2nd Street 
comprise an east-west one-way pair. First Street has two travel lanes, a bike lane, and no parking; 2nd 
Street has two travel lanes, a bike lane and a parking lane. A former street that flooded regularly, 3rd 
Street was converted into a creek with a sidewalk on one side and a trail on the other. North-south 
streets cross 2nd Street at offset intersections. Because the north-south streets do not continue over the 
3rd Street creek for motor vehicle traffic, this has the 
effect of calming traffic and avoiding cut-through 
traffic through the neighborhood. 

Bicycle Routes and Infrastructure 
Between 2nd Street and Central Street, along what 
was once the extension of 3rd Street, there is a shared 
use trail running along the south side of a creek, with 
a standard sidewalk running along the north side. The 
trail runs from N. Lorraine Street in the east to the 
Canal Hike and Bike Trail in the west, connecting it 
into the city’s larger off-street paved trail network. 
There are pedestrian and bicycle bridges at every 
other street intersection along the 3rd Street Trail.  

                                                            
1 Wichita Pedestrian Master Plan, 2014, 
http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/PlanningDocument/01%20Wichita%20Pedestrian%20Master%20Plan.pdf  
2 Wichita Walkable Development Book, 2018, 
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/5c4fc8_62663a470b2948398ee9f297f55123a4.pdf  

A pedestrian bridge over the 3rd Street creek 

Bicycle wayfinding signage along the signed bicycle route 

DRAFT

http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/PlanningDocument/01%20Wichita%20Pedestrian%20Master%20Plan.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/5c4fc8_62663a470b2948398ee9f297f55123a4.pdf


Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | UPTOWN  8 
 

The newly completed Redbud Trail runs just to the north of the neighborhood, crossing N. Grove Street 
two blocks north of the neighborhood. 

There is a shared use path running along the east side of N. Grove Street. It runs north-south between 
3rd Street Trail and E. Central Street.  

There are two on-street marked bike lanes running through the neighborhood: westbound on 2nd Street 
and eastbound on 1st Street. The bike lanes provide an east-west connection between N. Edgemore 
Street and the canal Hike and Bike Trail. Extensions are planned for both lanes further west: to N. Waco 
Street (2nd Street) and to N. Elizabeth Street (1st Street). 

A signed bicycle route marked with signage and sharrows runs north-south on N. Volutsia Street, 
between the 3rd Street Trail and E. Douglas Ave (and continuing south). Another signed bicycle route 
marked with signage and sharrows runs along both sides of Grove Street, from E. 1st Street to East Elm 
Street, then turning east to continue north along Green Street to the Redbud Trail. 

An on-street bicycle lane is proposed for E. Douglas Avenue, east-west between S. Webb Road and S. 
Washington Street. 

Two bike share stations were recently installed in the 
neighborhood as part of the expansion of the 
Bikeshare ICT system. The stations are located at E. 
Central Avenue and N. Volutsia Street, and at E. 
Douglas Avenue and N. Hillside Street. 

Sidewalks 
Sidewalks are present on both sides of nearly all the 
neighborhood’s streets. There are significant gaps in 
the sidewalk network along N. Grove St, between 
Douglas Ave and the 3rd Street Trail. Sidewalks on the 
interior streets have substantial root heaving, and 
blockage caused by overgrown vegetation. 

Intersections and Crossings 
There are few marked crossings to cross the 
perimeter streets into the neighborhood, or to cross 
streets internally within the neighborhood. Signalized 
intersections with pedestrian countdown signals exist 
at all intersections along N. Grove Street and N. 
Hillside Street. A pedestrian actuated Rectangular 
Rapid Flash Beacon is located at the crossing of N. 
Grove Street by the 3rd Street Trail. A mid-block 
Pedestrian Hybrid Signal, also pedestrian actuated, is 
located on E. Central Avenue and N. Volutsia Street in 
the middle of the offset intersection. There is an 
uncontrolled marked crosswalk across E. Douglas 
Avenue at N. Volutsia Street. No other crosswalks in 
the neighborhood are marked. 

Public Transportation 
Three bus lines serve the neighborhood: Route 25 
(along Central Avenue), Route 21 (along N. Hillside 
Street and E. Douglas Avenue), and Route 24 (along 
E. Douglas Avenue). There are bus stops every other block on N. Hillside Street, E. Douglas Avenue, and 

A sidewalk with root intrusion damage 

The mid-block crossing with HAWK at E. Central Ave and N. 
Volutsia Street 
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Central Avenue. Some bus stops on Douglas Avenue include shelters; but the majority provide neither a 
shelter nor comply with ADA accessibility requirements, such as a 5-foot by 8-foot landing pad. 

Destinations 
Neighborhood destinations are scattered throughout Uptown, including churches and parks in the 
interior of the neighborhood; and numerous stores and restaurants on E. Central Avenue, N. Hillside 
Street, and E. Douglas Avenue. A new development at E. Central Avenue and N. Volusia Street is 
marketed as a walking and biking-friendly destination.  

Crashes 
Between 2013 and 2018, fourteen crashes involving bicyclists or pedestrians were reported in or 
immediately around the neighborhood. These occurred mainly on east-west streets, with the largest 
number occurring on E. Douglas Avenue. 

Existing Conditions Key Points 

Neighborhood Circulation Opportunities 

• Calm traffic on interior streets, without 
significant cut-throughs due to 3rd Street 
creek. 

• Existing bicycle infrastructure, including 
multi-use trails and on-street lanes. 

• Connectivity of bicycle infrastructure 
into larger network. 

• Numerous destinations along 
neighborhood perimeter within ¼ mile 
radius. 

Neighborhood Circulation Issues 

• Infrequent marked crossings of east-
west streets. 

• Significant damage and maintenance 
issues of sidewalks. 

• Poor lighting. 
• Significant sidewalk gap along main 

perimeter road. 
• Low visibility of 3rd Street Trail and 

discontinuity of bicycle and walking 
network at its crossings. 

• Lack of shade on perimeter roads. 
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  Figure 3: Existing Conditions for Circulation 
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4. Recommendations 
To address the circulation challenges and improve circulation by walking, biking, and transit to, from and 
within the Uptown neighborhood, the following improvements are recommended. Recommendations 
are categorized as infrastructure recommendations (route- or point-specific physical improvements) or 
non-infrastructure recommendations (programmatic or policy changes).  

Infrastructure Recommendations 
Infrastructure recommendations are categorized according to their location: On the sidewalk, at an 
intersection, or on the street. The recommendations are presented in a series of tables, with map 
reference numbers corresponding to the infrastructure recommendations map in Figure 4. 

Sidewalks 
Description Map 

# 
Location (s) Strategy 

# 
Priority 

• Complete sidewalk network where gaps 
exist. 

SW1 N. Grove Street from N. Grove 
Drive to E. Douglas Avenue (east 
and west sides) 

P4 Low 

• Enhance entrances to 3rd Street Trail to 
improve bicycle and pedestrian access. 

o Reposition trail entrances to 
allow for a smooth curve for 
bicycle entrance. 

o Ensure ADA-compliant ramps 
are available at all trail 
entrances. 

o Provide wayfinding signage at all 
street and trail entrances. 

SW2 3rd Street Trail at: 
⋅ N. Poplar Street 
⋅ N. Green Street 
⋅ N. Estelle Street 
⋅ N. Volutsia Street 
⋅ N. Erie Avenue 
⋅ N. Chataqua Street 
⋅ N. Lorraine Street 

B1 Medium 

• Install bicycle parking at neighborhood 
destinations. 

SW3 College Hill United Methodist 
Church 

B1 Medium 

SW4 Walgreens 
SW5 Dillons Grocery 
SW6 Westlake Ace Hardware 
SW7 Starbucks 

• Improve connection from 3rd Street Trail 
to Hillside Road and make the entrance 
to the trail more visible.  

o Place wayfinding signage at 
Hillside and 3rd streets (make 
clear that dead end is just for 
cars). 

o Re-direct ramp to lead directly 
from the street onto the trail. 

SW8 E. 3rd Street N. at N. Hillside Street B2 Medium 

• Add pedestrian-oriented lighting on all 
neighborhood streets. 

SW9 Throughout neighborhood P5 Medium 

• Add pedestrian-oriented lighting along 
both sides the 3rd Street Trail. 

SW10 3rd Street Trail between N. Grove 
Street and E. 3rd Street N. 

P5 Medium 

• Repair sidewalks with significant damage 
throughout neighborhood (see 
recommendation NI5) 

NW Throughout neighborhood P5, P7 Low 

• Bring all bus stops into ADA compliance 
and add seating and other amenities. 

NW ⋅ E Douglas Avenue 
⋅ N. Hillside Street 
⋅ Central Avenue 

P5 Low 
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• Plant street trees along Central Avenue, 
N. Hilltop Street, and E. Douglas Avenue 
to provide shade and improve the 
pedestrian experience (in compliance 
with a new Street Tree program as 
described in the Non-Infrastructure 
recommendation). 

NW ⋅ E Douglas Avenue 
⋅ N. Hillside Street 
⋅ Central Avenue 

P8 Low 

• Clear overgrown vegetation obstructing 
sidewalks. 

NW Throughout neighborhood P7 High 

NW = Neighborhood-wide  
 

Intersections 
Description Map 

# 
Location (s) Strategy 

# 
Priority 

• Install a new pedestrian bridge over the 
3rd Street creek, providing continuity for 
the signed bike route on N. Volutsia 
Street. 

I1 N. Volutsia Street and 3rd Street 
Trail 

B24 Low 

• Install marked crosswalks across 
neighborhood perimeter roads and along 
signed bike routes, using the Wichita 
Pedestrian Crossing Treatment 
Guidelines3 to determine adequate 
design. 

I2 E. Douglas Avenue at N. Volutsia 
Street 

P3, B3 High 

I3 N. Hillside Street at E. 3rd Street N. P3, B3 
I4 E. 1st Street at N. Volutsia Street P3, B3 
I5 E. 2nd Street at N. Volutsia Street P3, B3 

• Improve intersection at E. Douglas 
Avenue and N. Hillside Street to facilitate 
pedestrian crossing. 
⋅ Reprogram traffic signals to allow for 

a leading pedestrian interval 
⋅ Extend curbs at corners to slow 

turns, increase pedestrian visibility, 
and reduce crossing length 

⋅ Add high-visibility striping to brick 
crosswalks. 

⋅ Replace single corner ramps with 
one ramp in each direction 

I6 E. Douglas Avenue and N. Hillside 
Street 

P3 Medium 

• Install missing ADA-compliant curb 
ramps at intersections along E. 1st Street 
and E. 2nd Street 

NW ⋅ E. 1st Street 
⋅ E. 2nd Street 

P3 Low 

 

Streets 
Description Map 

# 
Location (s) Strategy 

# 
Priority 

• Re-route signed bicycle route north of 3rd 
Street for better alignment with crossing 
locations and Redbud Trail access. 
⋅ Add stop signs where missing 
⋅ Install bicycle wayfinding signs 

ST1 ⋅ N. Volutsia Street from 3rd 
Street Trail to E. Central 
Avenue 

⋅ N. Estelle from E. Central 
Avenue to Murdock Street 

⋅ Murdock Street from Estelle 
to N. Green Street 

B1, B2 Medium 

                                                            
3 Wichita Pedestrian Crossing Treatment Guidelines, 2018 (Add a link once published) 
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⋅ N. Green Street from Murdock 
Street to Redbud Trail 

• Replace painted curb extensions with 
flexible bollards or full curb extensions  

ST2 ⋅ E. Douglas Avenue and N. 
Volutsia Street 

P1, B3 High 

• Augment “dead end” signs with 
wayfinding signage indicating through 
routes for bicycles and pedestrians (i.e., 
“except for pedestrians and bicyclists” 
sign. 

ST3 E. 2nd St. at: 
⋅ N. Poplar Street 
⋅ N. Green Street 
⋅ N. Estelle Street 
⋅ N. Volutsia Street 
⋅ N. Erie Avenue 
⋅ N. Chataqua Street 
⋅ N. Lorraine Street 

B2 Medium 

• Consider implementing road diets on 
some streets where a lane reduction is 
possible due to existing traffic volumes.  

ST4 ⋅ E. Douglas Avenue 
⋅ N. Hillside Street 
⋅ Central Avenue 

B3 Low 

• Install bike lanes along E. Douglas 
Avenue as indicated in the Bicycle Master 
Plan. 

 ⋅ E. Douglas Avenue B1, B4 High 
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Figure 4: Infrastructure Recommendations 
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Non-Infrastructure Recommendations 
ID 
# 

Recommendation Strategy 
# 

Priority 

NI1 Develop a neighborhood wayfinding system for walking and biking. In addition 
to the bicycle route signage already present, additional signage and maps should 
be developed to direct neighborhood walkers to the 3rd Street Trail and other 
neighborhood walking and biking facilities. 

P15, B2 Medium 

NI2 Increase the frequency of street sweeping of bike lanes and signed bicycle 
routes. Due to a buildup of sand and gravel in the bike lanes on E. 1st Avenue 
and E 2nd Avenue, these (and other) bike routes should be swept on a more 
frequent basis to ensure safety for riders. 

 Medium 

NI3 Develop a city-wide street tree program for planting and maintaining shade 
trees along streets. A program should be developed in partnership with the 
Wichita Parks & Recreation Department Forestry program. It should follow 
urban forestry and street tree best practices and include guidance for tree 
planting to reduce the impact of roots on sidewalks. 

P8 Medium 

NI4 Organize a neighborhood cleanup to trim overgrown vegetation blocking 
sidewalks. The Uptown Neighborhood Association already performs 
neighborhood cleanups of trash; these could be expanded to perform 
maintenance on vegetation that has overgrown and is blocking sidewalks. 

P7 High 

NI5 Establish and fund a program to regularly inspect and maintain sidewalks for 
quality and ADA compliance. Sidewalks that have sustained damage by tree 
root heaving and other issues need to be repaired to ensure a smooth walking 
path throughout the neighborhood. This should be implemented in parallel with 
the program for ADA curb ramp compliance already being implemented by the 
City.  

P7 Low 

NI6 Establish an “Adopt-a-“ program for sidewalk, bus stop and trail maintenance. 
Neighborhood residents, businesses and organizations can contribute to 
neighborhood upkeep to ensure access and comfort by committing to trimming 
vegetation, clearing trash and other maintenance needs for an “adopted” bus 
stop, sidewalk or trail segment. An official program would provide both 
recognition and accountability for participants. 

P7 High 
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5. Implementation Strategies 
Prioritization and Neighborhood Participation 
The recommendations in this plan were prioritized into high, medium, and low-priority categories 
according to neighborhood priority ranking, cost, and feasibility. Projects should be completed in order 
according to their priority as much as possible; however, the City should also leverage other 
maintenance or infrastructure projects to implement coinciding recommendations. Related projects, 
such as marked crosswalks along a new recommended shared use bike path, should also be 
implemented in conjunction to ensure coherence in the network.  

Given the City’s finances, one strategy to consider is to designate a set amount of funding for the 
neighborhood over a three-year period to implement the top priorities of this plan.  This amount could 
be modest but given the types of recommendations included in this plan, this strategy could make a 
significant difference. The neighborhood association could convene a review process each year to 
confirm or update priority projects. This would also allow the association to test some 
recommendations on a pilot basis (for example, recommendation NI4). 

Neighborhood residents and the Uptown Neighborhood Association will be key actors in implementing 
some of the non-infrastructure recommendations. Crucially, their neighborhood cleanup activities can 
be expanded to pay attention to sidewalk and vegetation maintenance issues. 

Community Partnership 
Local businesses can benefit from increased foot and bicycle traffic in their neighborhood, and should be 
encouraged to invest in the implementation of this plan. Installing bike racks (Recommendation SW3-7) 
is one easy investment to make. Businesses and community organizations should also be encouraged to 
adopt a bus stop, sidewalk, or trail segment and commit to trimming vegetation, clearing trash and 
other maintenance needs (NI-6). 

 Local developers may also be interested in helping complete the infrastructure recommendations to 
improve walkability and appeal in the neighborhood. For example, one neighborhood developer has 
expressed interest in providing funding to improve the bicycle infrastructure leading to his development.  

Given the high level of commitment to their neighborhood, support from City departments can be 
leveraged for the Neighborhood Association’s work.  The Department of Housing and Community 
Services can  help identify small grant opportunities that can fund community-based improvement 
activities such as bi-annual clean-ups and developing a stronger neighborhood identity through 
branding. 

Resources 
The below items are resources that may be useful for implementing the recommendations made in this 
plan. 

Street Tree Program Examples 
• Casey Trees, “Urban Tree Selection Guide”, https://caseytrees.org/resources-list/urban-tree-

selection-guide/  
• Vibrant Cities Lab, “Urban Forestry Toolkit”, http://www.vibrantcitieslab.com/toolkit/  
• Kansas Forest Service Community Forestry Program: 

http://www.kansasforests.org/community_forestry/ 
• Baltimore Tree Trust: http://www.baltimoretreetrust.org/  
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Wichita Guidance 

• Wichita Bicycle Master Plan, http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/BicycleMasterPlan.aspx  
• Wichita Pedestrian Master Plan, http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/Pedestrian.aspx  
• Wichita Walkable Development Book, 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/5c4fc8_62663a470b2948398ee9f297f55123a4.pdf 
• Wichita Pedestrian Crossing Treatment Guidelines (Add a link once published) 
• Wichita Street Design Guidelines, 

http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/PlanningDocument/Street%20Design%20Guidelines-Final.pdf  
• Wichita Multimodal Policy, 

http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/MultiModalPolicyandStreetDesignGuidance.aspx  

Sidewalk Maintenance Resources 
• Minnesota Walks, “Sidewalk Repair Funding Guide”, 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpcd/chp/cdrr/physicalactivity/docspdfs/sidewalk-
repair.pdf 

DRAFT

http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/BicycleMasterPlan.aspx
http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/Pedestrian.aspx
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/5c4fc8_62663a470b2948398ee9f297f55123a4.pdf
http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/PlanningDocument/Street%20Design%20Guidelines-Final.pdf
http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/MultiModalPolicyandStreetDesignGuidance.aspx
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpcd/chp/cdrr/physicalactivity/docspdfs/sidewalk-repair.pdf
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpcd/chp/cdrr/physicalactivity/docspdfs/sidewalk-repair.pdf


Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | UPTOWN  A.1 
 

6. Appendix – Public Comments 
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